First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, 1791

I - Freedom of Speech, Press, Religion
and Petition

Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the

free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.




Paths to the First Amendment

[. BACKGROUND: OLD WORLD MODELS AND
COLONIAL EVOLUTION

A. Religious Establishments in the Old World:
England, France, and the Netherlands as
Alternative Models

. Religious Establishments in Colonial North
America: A Motley Assortment of Practices

. The Triumph of Practicality over Ideology

. The Religious Cacophony of Eighteenth-Century
America




Religious Cacophony:
The Great Awakening
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“Pope’s Day” Parade, Boston,
18t Century
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The Path Beyond the First
Amendment

Disestablishment in the States:
Connecticut and Massachusetts and the
Problem of Internal Dissent

1I. A Christian Nation in an Agnostic State

111. Turbulence, Proliferation, and Conflict
within the Christian Nation of the Early
Republic — Immigration, Ethnic Diversity,
and Political Disarray




Thomas Nast, 1876
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THE AMERICAN RIVER CANCES,




